Introduction to Film

Instructor:  Steve Rice

Fall Semester/2015 
Room C-217

E-Mail: srice@methacton.org
COURSE SUMMARY

Introduction to Film is an introduction to the study of the art of cinema. It provides students with a foundation in the analysis of both narrative and cinematic style.  The course will examine how narrative elements such as story, characters, and theme are interrelated with stylistic elements like settings, costumes, lighting, editing, cinematography, sound and acting to help create and shape a film.  The scope and sequence of the course will encompass both cinema history and specific genres.  Students must be “active” viewers and will be required to respond to films in large and small group discussion and in writing, in an effort to increase understanding and appreciation of film.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

· Students will learn how to actively watch and listen to films.
· Students will develop and improve their analytical and interpretive skills while considering a film’s narrative, characters, themes, props, settings, costumes, lighting, acting, cinematography, editing, and sound.
· Students will discuss and analyze various film genres.

· Students will discuss and analyze the respective visions and perspective of the filmmakers as well as the historical and geographic context in which the film was made.
· Students will develop the proper skills and techniques to critically

analyze film and be able to effectively present their critical analyses.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

· Attendance – In order to be successful in this course, students must attend class regularly.  Viewing and discussing the films is a daily activity.  Frequent absences will be detrimental to the students’ ability to engage in those activities.  

· Participation – Students must participate in class discussions and group activities.  It is not enough to simply show up to class each time.  Student input is beneficial to their grades and to their classmates’ learning as well.  Part of the students’ overall grade will be based on attendance and participation.  Students will earn a point for each day they are in class and actively participate in the day’s lesson.  If a student is absent, late, leaves class early, sleeps, or is unprepared for class, that point will be halved or deducted entirely, based on the discretion of the instructor.

· Assignments – Various assignments will be given during the course of the semester which will include worksheets, in-class discussions, short critical film analyses, and a final oral and written presentation.   ALL ASSIGNMENTS will have a due date that will be given on the day the work is assigned.  The work must be completed for the BEGINNING of the class for which it is assigned.   Papers will be accepted late with a 10% point deduction for each day late.  NOTE: A weekend counts as two days late.  Late papers may be e-mailed to the instructor and will be credited based on the date and time of the e-mail.
· Grades – Overall grades are computed as a percentage of points earned in comparison to the total points possible in a single marking period.
· Paper Format – All papers must be typed, double-spaced in MLA format.  Papers failing to meet these requirements will not be accepted.
· Plagiarism – Plagiarism is a serious offense and will be punished as described in the Methacton High School Student Handbook.
